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Jackie Gingrich Cushman,
a one-time resident of Carroll-
ton and daughter of former U.S.
House Speaker Newt Gingrich,
has applied to succeed U.S. Sen.
Johnny Isakson.

The 74-year-old senator
announced his retirement at the
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Gingrich's daughter makes bid for Senate seat

end of August after being re-elect-
ed to a third term in 2016. His res-
ignation will be effective Dec. 31.

More than 500 candidates
have applied to succeed Isakson,
including U.S. Rep. Doug Collins,
former U.S. Health Secretary Tom
Price and former state Rep. Mel-
vin Everson.

Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp will

select Isakson’s successor as
an interim senator to fill out the
remaining two years of his term
starting on Jan. 1. A special elec-
tion will fill the seat in 2020 and
another election will take place
in 2022 for a full six-year Senate
term, Cushman said.

Cushman said her recent book,
“Our Broken America: Why Both

Sides Need to Stop Ranting and
Start Listening,” inspired her to
apply for the Senate seat.

“I started this book about
a year ago and it came out last
month, which was not planned,”
she said. “In it, I really go through
why we're going through a divide
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ight now aad why there is
roditical polarization. ®

Cushman =aid she wax
‘surprised® by the social
relarizsticn she discovered
ipon dolng research for the
100k and added she wunis
0 figure owt ways for Geor-
ghans to work together,

*For example, 55% of
Republicans and 64% of
Pemeocralx say they have
‘ew or ne friends on the
ather side of the aisle,”
cushmen said. “That's
shocking. quite frankly
Peaple look at their party
e part of who they are as
kperson They ook at ther
arty as a personal (denti-
Yor, sad I think that's parl
of the proflem teday *

Being a good steward of
e environment with the
sopprofit Trust for Pub-
ic Land organization is an
ssuw for Cushman, and
e said she wants people

to have more access 1o the
land around the Chattas
hosches River,

She has served on the
Georgia Advisory Coun-
ol for the Trust for Public
Land and i= the ca-chair
of the orgmization’s Chat
tahooches River Visoning
Tosk Feece.

“That's really important
10 me because we need to
be good stewards of the
vavironment because |
bediowve thal's whal we wore
called 10 $0," Cushanian said
*Studies now show thot we
e betier off physically and
mentally owtdoors.”

Cushnan is also the tren-
surer of the Geargla Early
Education Alliance for
Ready Students, a nonprofit
arganization thal ensures
children who move inte
kindergarten are ready to
lear .

*We work very closely
with Georgis Early Edu-
cation 10 make sure the
childcare centers are qual
Ity-minded =0 that parents
kaow the quality of the

chuldcare center where their
child is.” Cushman sald.
*We do a Jet of infecmation
about what's important for
children. [ have teo chil-
dren who are now 20 and
15 but [ spenit o lol of lime
when they were yomng reads
ing o them and inlaracting
with them ™

She is also involved
with the Our Howse home-
loss sheltor in Atlanta for
newborn bavies and their
families. This organization
focuses on education and
tralning in additioa o job
placement for the paroats.

"There needs 0 be a self
sufficicnt family for every
chid.” Cushman sald, “The
goal ix to have = long-term
solution 1o these mﬁm
nol a quick fix”

She said & "huge issue”
for ber s financial illiveacy
with people not uaderstand.
ing how governmen! bud-
Rets openatle.

*That's where | thnk we
hawve a huge ssoe politgcally
Is understanding how bad-
gets work for & government

problem,” Coshman said.
“It's also pactiadly linanciad
dliteracy that we curroatly
have in our natiea. That's
ancther kig area I'm inter-
ested n”

Governments in Carroll
and Douglas counties are
graning for the 2020 censes,
and Cushman sald the out-
come of the nation's head-
count will determine bow
much fnading these govern-
ments will get. She seid the
cemux could alwo lead to
roedstrcting in the state.

"My father served the th
district of Congress south
of Athnia, west to Alabama
and all the way o Griffin,~
Cushman sad. "This was
up watil after the 1990 cun-

. sus, and after they redid the

1952 district, that dixirict
wis Ccutl wp into small geeces.
He moved oul o northern
Atlanta, which by ¢hance,
Ead the same number (of
constiucots) . There are bts
of ramifications just for the
censos and the state Jegis.
Iature in who is working W
roderaw those Bonea ™

Jo & Ensacial ansdyst, she
sald Gov. Kemp has been
pleaning shead to have
financisd reserves in place
for the potential recession
thot may be coming next
year. She said she would net
speculate on when or how it
would impact Georga.

In rural areas, she sald
therv it a lot of opgortunity
for coonomic development
to help people stay where
they e and heve o betler
quality of life.

“One of the intercst-
ing things | found in my
research for ‘Our Broken
America’ 15 that while peo-
ple are moving o the urban
areas, they don't want to
live there,” Cushoman asid.
“We would actually prefer
nol ta lve there, Ax there
i his cconomic opporis.
nity in the more reral areas,
there e people not ealy
slaying but leaving wrhan
areds o have a better gual
ity of life | think that Is
something huge that will
henefit Georgla in the long
term.”



